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WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
eamed patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 19 February 2008 . 
2a )^ This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 11, 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Clalm(s) 1-11 and 17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) \Z\ Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) IEI Claim(s) 1-11 and 17 is/are rejected. 

7) n Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) 0 Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)^ The drawing(s) filed on 23 February 2004 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held In abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Acknowledgement 

Acknowledgement is hereby made of Amendment and terminal disclaimer filed 
02/19/2008. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1 . The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for 

all obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or 
described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter 
sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would 
have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in 
the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claim(s) 1-1 1 Is/are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Lion (US 6,330,491), further in view of Takamatsu et al. (US 4,567,358) 

Re claim 1-6, Lion discloses a method comprising: sending prescription 
information for a therapeutic agent for a patient to a dispensing apparatus (col. 3 line 
38-35); 

giving the patient a unique authorization code (col. 3 lines 38-35); the patient 
entering the authorization code into the dispensing apparatus (Fig. 2); 

wherein the authorization step is done without intervention of a pharmacist; 
wherein the patient receives the therapeutic agent from the dispenser without the 
intervention of a pharmacist (coL 2 lines 35-65); wherein the authorization code is 
given to the patient by a health care provider at a health care facility (mail order or 
online); 
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Lion is silent with respect to the authorization code not capable of being reused 
for other prescriptions. 

However, Lion teaches that the authorization code for a prescription is obtained 
online after the customer making the online transaction for the prescription (col. 3 lines 
38-35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that the authorization code/transaction code is incapable of being 
reused at least by the patient for other prescriptions since the patient is inherently 
required to get online again to make another transaction and get another "transaction 
code" for other prescriptions or other prescription not in the transaction); 

Lion is further silent with respect to the patient being able to selectively cancel 
the transaction; and if the patient does not cancel the transaction, the patient receiving 
the prescribed therapeutic agent from the dispensing apparatus. 

However, Lion discloses in Fig. 2 a dispensing apparatus having keypad that 
accepts authorization code from the customer (col. 3 line 38-35) and credit card 
information. It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that when the keypad is non-functional or broken and/or the 
dispenser is incapable of recognizing an input from the customer, the customer would 
still have the prescription receipt obtained online or mail order and bring it to the store 
front where the dispenser is located and request the prescription to be filled. It would be 
further obvious a cancel button be incorporated in the keypad of the dispenser as 
commonly seen in ATM cash dispensers in order to allow the customer to back out a 
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process of keying information in the keypad which is especially useful for non-English 
speakers who do not understand the instructions prompted by the dispenser. Such 
ATM dispenser having a "Cancel" button is disclosed in at least Takamatsu et al. (see 
fig. 15-6). 

Re claims 7-11, Lion discloses a method comprising: 
providing a dispenser containing an inventory of therapeutic products; 
transmitting a proposed prescription for a patient to a server; authorizing dispensing of 
at least a portion of the proposed prescription out of the inventory in the dispenser if the 
prescription includes at least one therapeutic product available in the inventory of the 
dispenser; 

providing to the patient an authorization code unique to the authorized 
prescription, the authorization code (i.e. transaction code obtained online -col. 3 line 38- 
35) 

the patient inputting the authorization code into the dispenser and the patient 
entering separate patient authorization data (i.e. PIN or credit card number) into the 
dispenser; the dispenser determining whether the authorization code correlates to the 
patient authorization data; and 

the dispenser delivering the available therapeutic product to the patient in 
response to the patient inputting the authorization code; 

wherein the authorization step is done without intervention of a pharmacist; 
wherein the patient receives the therapeutic agent from the dispenser without the 
intervention of a pharmacist (col. 2 lines 35-65); wherein the authorization code is 
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given to tlie patient by a health care provider at a health care facility (mail order or 
online); 

Lion is silent with respect to the authorization code not capable of being reused 
for other prescriptions. 

However, Lion teaches that the authorization code for a prescription is obtained 
online after the customer making the online transaction for the prescription (col. 3 lines 
38-35). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made that the authorization code/transaction code is incapable of being 
reused at least by the patient for other prescriptions since the patient is Inherently 
required to get online again to make another transaction and get another "transaction 
code" for other prescriptions or other prescription not in the transaction); It is further 
noted that once a prescription has been filled, it is noted in the database as being 
expired (col. 6 lines 40+). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claim 17 is allowed. 

4. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: Prior art does not teach a method of printing traditional prescription by the 
dispensing apparatus when the patient cancels the transaction. 



Remarks 

5. Applicant's arguments have been fully considered but they are not persuasive. 
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6. In response to Applicant's arguments with respect to prior art does not disclose: 
the patient being able to selectively cancel the transaction, the Examiner notes that this 
method is too old and well known in the dispensers technology exemplified in a 
reference provided above, which allows a user backing out a transaction for any 
reasons when wanting not to continue with the transaction. 

7. In response to applicant's argument that Lion does not teach the patient inputting 
authorization code and a separate patient authorization data, it is noted that Lion 
teaches both inputting transaction code/RxlD obtained from cyber pharmacy and 
inputting patient ID and/or PIN number and credit card number. The credit card number 
is interpreted as the separate authorization data to complete the transaction. 
Furthermore, the Examiner notes that the method of entering multiple authorization 
code/data into the dispenser is disclosed by Lion. The more codes/data the patient has 
to input into the dispenser, the more protection from frauds/thefts is achieved; therefore 
the combination of different input codes/data disclosed by Lion is also found obvious 
and is within the skills of one in the art. 

Conclusion 

THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Thien T. Mai whose telephone number Is 571-272-8283. 
The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday, 8:00 - 5:00PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steve S. Palk can be reached on 571-272-2404. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status Information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Thien T Mai/ /Thien M. Le/ 

Examiner, Art Unit 2887 Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2887 



